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Attractions:

One of the main attractions of Aparados
da Serra National Park is hiking the
edge of the famous Cinion Itaimbezinho.
With 5.8 km in length and up to 900
meters depth, Itaimbezinko is full of
waterfalls. However, due to its high
altitude, many of these falls fade in mist
before hitting the ground. Andorinkas
and Veu de Noiva falls are the most
popular and flow into the bottom of the
abyss where the Rio do Boi runs. Trilha
do Vértice is approximately 500 meters
long, located near the visitor center
and it can be completed without the
company of qualified guides. It permits
observing, not only the Andorinkas
waterfall, but also the Canion
Itaimbezinho vertex. As for Cotovelo,
with just over 3 km, crossing creeks
and passing by observatories installed
at the edge of the canyon, if ofters the
visitors a privileged view. For those who
like to observe the local fauna and flora,
the Conservation Unit is home to a
large variety of plant species as well as
endangered species such as papagaio-
de-peito-roxo, lobo-guard, onca-pintada,
macuquinho-vdrzea, among others. For
those who want to know Itaimbezinho
deeply, the tip is to go back to Trilha
do Rio do Boi, which runs into the
interior of the Céinion Itaimbezinho.
About 8 km long, the hike through the
rocky riverbed stretches through closed
jungle and some wells and waterfalls. In
certain locations, it is necessary cross
the river from one edge to the other.
The route, which requires the visitor to
have a good physical conditioning, ends
near one of the curves formed by the
mountain crack. Access to this specific
track is at the lower part of the Park
entrance on Rio do Boi gatehouse, about
12 km away from Praia Grande.
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Aparados da Serra is home for the largest
canyons in Brazil. With up to 900 m
high, their formation began at least 130
million years ago, when an underground
explosion triggered a strong eruption
of basalt lava that spread in the form
of crust and later split. The sharp
edges that emertged from this process
appeared to have been trimmed with a
knife, reason for the name Aparados da
Serra. Later the top of the mountain
was covered by dense vegetation of
Araucdrias, a tree that can be seen near
the edges of the canyons up to this day.
Today, this heritage landscape found on
Serra Geral slopes is open to visitors and
represents the main touristic attraction
of Aparados da Serra and Serra Geral
National Parks.
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% | Known for hosting the largest canyons
in the country, the landscape at the
Park is associated with sudden relief
\‘ topographic  variation, contrasting
with the landscape called Campos
de “Cima da Serra and Planicie Costeira.
~ Located in the Mata Atlintica biome, the
/ formation of its huge vertical walls began at
~ least 130 million years ago and is the result of a
succession of basaltic lava flows.
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Fauna and Flora:

Aparados da Serra canyon walls are
covered with floresta simida and plenty
of araucdrias, harboring endangered
species such as veado-campeiro, lobo-
guard and sucuarana. The vegetation
of the Conservation Unit consists of
fields, floresta pluvial atlintica and
the nearly extinct floresta de araucdria,
where  pinheiro-do-parand and  trees
like aroeiras (Myracroduon urundeuva),
carvalhos, braiinas (Melanoxylon brauna)
and  pinbeirinhos-bravos  (Podocarpus
lambertii). Other mammals that
inhabit the region are graxaim-do-
campo, capivara, and bugio, among
others monkeys. There are also different
species of reptiles such as lizards, feizs
and snakes, besides birds like the
gavido-pato, gavido-pega-macaco, aguia-
cinzenta, jad-do-litoral, urubi-rei, cuii-
cuiti and gralha-azul, a bird that plays
an important role as a disseminator of
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NATIONAL PARK

General Characteristics:

Area: 13.060 ha

Year Created: 1959

States: Rio Grande do Sul and Santa
Catarina

Municipalities: Camébard do Sul (RS)
and Praia Grande (SC)

Biome: Atlantic Forest

Administration: Instituto Chico Mendes
de Conservagdo da Biodiversidade - ICMBio

Mission: To preserve fauna and flora,
and promote good relations between
man and the environment.

Main Access: By Cambard do Sul the
access is by RS-020 and RS-427 roads.
By Praia Grande the access is by Serra
do Faxinal, SC-450.

Headquarters  Address:  Rodovia
RS-427, Km 18 - Cambard do Sul
Phone: +55 (54) 3251-1277

Website: www.icmbio.gov.br

The Park opening hours are Wednesday
to Sunday from 9am to S5pm. Access to
Trilha do Cotovelo is allowed up to 3pm.
Trilha do Rio do Boi opens at 8am and
closes at 1pm.

* Stay on pre-determined trails;

* In hikes through the Park, take a plastic
bag to collect all the garbage you produce,
especially food waste, packaging and
plastic bottles;

* Always wear appropriate shoes, plan your
hike according to your fitness level and do
not forget sunscreen;

* During  hikes, avoid leaning on
vegetation or putting your hands in
cracks and holes;

* Learn how to reduce the amount of trash,
and deposit it only in appropriate places. Use
the existing toilet facilities;

* Look for companies associated with
ABETA or a certified safety management
system. Select experienced tour guides
in ecotourism and adventure tourism
activities;

* For more information about ecotourism
and adventure tourism in Brazil, visit
www.braziladventure.travel.
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